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FIELDWORK OF THE SWISS SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN GREECE 2025

The year 2025 marked the o™ anniversary of the
Swiss School of Archaeology in Greece (ESAG). Public
conferences in Athens and Lausanne served as occasions
to revisit the School’s history, present recent research,
and outline new perspectives for the future of Swiss ar-
chaeology in Greece. Since its foundation, the ESAG has
provided a supportive framework for Swiss professors,
researchers, and students from across Switzerland.
Standing as Switzerland’s only permanent archaeological
institution abroad, its role remains vital for conducting
large-scale Swiss research and excavation projects in
Greece!.

Over the past year, the School carried on fieldwork
and research activities. In Euboea, the survey between
Eretria and Amarynthos completed the systematic study
of the plain, laying the foundations for a new diachronic
regional history. Meanwhile, research on the Temple of
Artemis continues within an international collaboration
in preparation for its forthcoming publication. In Ere-
tria, a second field season on the ancient harbour facili-
ties was conducted with the Ephorate of Underwater
Antiquities and the Octopus Foundation.

In Aegina, the Swiss-Greek team resumed excavations
at the summit of Hellanion Oros and expanded the sur-
rounding survey. The spectacular discoveries convinced
us to submit a new, well-resourced five-year project. In
Antikythera, Swiss-Greek archaeologists and divers
completed the final campaign of the 2021-2025 five-year
research program. While awaiting the scientific publica-
tion of the results, the exhibition “News from Anti-
kythera” in Geneva invited the public to discover the
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! We are especially grateful to the Greek Ministry of Culture and to
the Ephorate of Antiquities of Euboea. The activities of the Swiss
School are supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation
(SNSF) and the State Secretariat for Education, Research and Inno-
vation (SERI), the University of Lausanne and the Canton of Vaud,
Swiss universities, the Sandoz Family Philanthropic Foundation, the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation, the Evangelos Pistiolis Foundation,
the KIKPE Foundation, the Isaac Dreyfus-Bernheim Stiftung, the
Ceramica-Stiftung, the Société Académique Vaudoise, and the Foun-
dation Théodore Lagonico.
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very latest and previously unpublished results that make
this ship a true laboratory for the study of the ancient
Mediterranean.

Finally, the Eretria Series was enriched in 2025 by a
new volume (27) devoted to inscribed lead sheets from
Styra, authored by Francesca Dell’Oro.

THE ERETRIA AMARYNTHOS SURVEY PROJECT (EASP)

Sylvian Fachard, Angeliki G. Simosi, Chloé Chezeaux

The 2025 season completed a five-year program of
intensive archaeological field survey in the Eretria—~Ama-
rynthos plain?. The project pursued three main, interre-
lated objectives: the systematic documentation of the
region’s archaeological record in the face of rapidly ex-
panding urbanization; the reconstruction of the long-
term history of human occupation; and the study of the
emergence of the sanctuary of Artemis Amarysia at
Amarynthos within the formative processes of the Ere-
trian polis’.

The Slopes of Mount Olympos

In the final season, the survey focused on the slopes of
Mount Olympos (fig. 1) in order to complete the spatial
coverage of the study area and to incorporate into our
research agenda the ancient occupation and exploitation
of mountainous environments — contexts traditionally
neglected by survey archaeology in Greece. As expected,
the exploration of the foothills of Mount Olympos, be-
tween Eretria and Gymnou, yielded few remains that can
be directly attributed to human activity. Characterized
by steep, erosion prone slopes and by the presence of
substantial alluvial fans, this sector presented a highly
constraining environment, poorly suited to the establish-
ment of permanent settlements. Within this setting, only
the previously known site of Prophitis Ilias, situated on

2 The survey is co-directed by S. Fachard (ESAG - University of
Lausanne) and A. G. Simosi (EAE), with the collaboration of
C. Chezeaux (ESAG — University of Lausanne) and O. Kyriazi (EAE).
3 On the methods of the survey, see AntK 65, 2022, 133-134.
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Fig.1  Mount Olympos (Euboea)

a steep hill at the foot of the Olympian slopes, produced
clear evidence of human occupation®*. The site displays a
dense concentration of obsidian and Late Neolithic pot-
tery, complemented by a small number of Classical pot-
tery, attesting to its recurrent use and sustained attrac-
tion over several millennia.

Despite the limited settlement evidence, the survey
identified various forms of economic exploitation, thus
revealing new insights regarding the significance of the
mountain’s slopes for the local population. First, the
discovery of several quarries reveals the localized exploi-
tation of limestone and marble lenses. Because limestone
is scarcely available outside the Eretrian acropolis and
the Kaki Skala Cape, the lower slopes of Mount Olym-
pos would have provided accessible sources for the pop-
ulations of the surrounding demes, notably the ancient
settlements of Gymnou (ancient deme of Boudion) and
Aghios Raphail (Dismaros?).

Among the archaeological features, we identified a
rock-cut gallery to the north-west of Gymnou (pl. 19,
2)°. This sunken gallery is accessed via a ramp of § m in
length and is flanked at its entrance by spoil heaps. The
opening, oriented towards the south-east, measures circa
1.70 m in height and 1.90 m in width. Carved into the
bedrock, the gallery curves towards the north-north-east
before continuing on a gentle downward slope for ap-
proximately 8.50 m. Although these features attest to an
ancient phase of iron exploitation, the lack of diagnostic

*+ The site was discovered during the British survey conducted in the
1960s (Sackett et al. 1966, 64 no. 61).

> We would like to thank J. Gravier for his work on metallurgical
activities in the Eretrian territory, which led to the identification and
analysis of this feature.

material prevents a secure chronological attribution at
this stage.

Moreover, the mountainous slopes of Mount Olym-
pos offered extensive surfaces suitable for herding and
woodcutting. The vegetational landscape remains poorly
understood at this stage of the study, but current obser-
vations — drawing on precipitation patterns and sedimen-
tation processes — suggest that several areas may have
been covered with pine forests, enabling woodcutting,
resin collection (including pitch), and charcoal produc-
tion. In addition, significant stretches of the mountain
slopes were covered with maquis and low vegetation,
thus providing vast areas for herding, which played a key
role in the Eretrian economy.

In sum, far from representing an abandoned or mar-
ginal territory, the folds of Mount Olympos reveal a
distinct dimension of human engagement with the land-
scape. The steep terrain, unsuitable for intensive agricul-
ture or permanent habitation, was nonetheless exploited
for herding, wood collecting, and the extraction of stone
and mineral resources. The discreet archaeological signa-
ture of these activities also serves an important methodo-
logical purpose: it provides a baseline against which evi-
dence from more densely occupied areas can be cali-
brated, thus helping to avoid a site-centred and
potentially biased reading of the territory®. This contrast
between intensively invested loci and more discreet
spaces illuminates broader patterns of land use and con-
tributes to a more balanced reconstruction of the re-
gional landscape.

¢ For such methodological considerations, see, for example, Cherry
et al. 1991, 21. 34. 46—48.
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Fig.2  Archaeological survey at the summit of Mount Olympos

A Peak Sanctuary on the Summit of the Euboean
Olympos?

The survey of Mount Olympos also targeted its ridges
and summits in order to document possible features as-
sociated with activities such as surveillance (observation
posts), burial, or cult’. At an altitude of over 1’000 m, on
the summit plateau of Mount Olympos (fig. 2), we re-
corded an unusually dense concentration of pottery. Al-
though the assemblage is predominantly composed of
coarse wares, it also includes a significant proportion of
fine, black-glazed pottery, suggesting a range of con-
sumption-related practices. The material is highly frag-
mented and dispersed across a relatively restricted area
of approximately 1’000 square m. Preliminary study in-
dicates repeated episodes of deposition extending from
the late Archaic period through the Roman period®. The
extreme degree of fragmentation, however, prevents any
further refinement of the chronology or the identifica-
tion of distinct phases of activity.

The environmental constraints of the site further ar-
gue against any form of permanent or even temporary
occupation. The absence of water, the poverty of the soil,
and the difficulty of access render the establishment of a
settlement or any form of agricultural exploitation at this
location highly improbable. Instead, the concentration of

7 Several Late Neolithic-Early Bronze Age tumuli were previously
discovered on the lower ridges of the massif (AntK 43, 2000, 133; AntK
45, 2002, 126). On the “sacred landscape”, see Fachard ez al. 2026.

8 We would like to thank T. Saggini for conducting an initial assess-
ment of the pottery assemblage and for proposing a preliminary dat-
ing of the material.
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fine wares at the highest point of the Olympian massif
(1138 m) is more plausibly explained by the presence of
a peak sanctuary.

Such shrines are well attested in Attica, Boeotia, and
Arcadia’, where peak cults constitute a widely docu-
mented phenomenon'®. Owing to their elevation and
visibility, mountains often formed privileged spaces of
interaction between human communities and the di-
vine!!. While such cultic contexts are frequently associ-
ated with Zeus, the situation on the Euboean Olympos
appears more nuanced. The hypothesis of a high-altitude
cult had already been advanced, primarily on the basis of
a dedication to Artemis Olympia (IG XII 9, 260), yet it
long lacked corroborating archaeological evidence!?. The
surface material documented during the present survey
therefore provides the first tangible indication of cultic
activity at this location. Of course, the precise identifica-
tion and character of the cult remain unknown, and an-
swering these questions will require targeted investiga-
tion, which we hope to undertake in the near future.

? Such summit cults are also attested in Euboea. Mount Kenaion is
known solely through literary testimony (Hercules Oetacus 99—103.
775-783). Elsewhere on the island, cultic activity has been suggested
on the south-eastern slopes of the Karababa range in the southern
part of Euboea (Keller 1985, 188-189), as well as on Mount Ochi
(André — Chezeaux 2025 for a recent overview).

10 On this matter, see the doctoral dissertation of A. M. Belis, which
presents a catalogue and offers a comprehensive, up-to-date bibliog-
raphy on the topic (Belis 2015).

1! In this regard, see especially Langdon 2000, 461.

12 On this point, see Knoepfler 2026, 214—215. The hypothesis had
already been advanced by Vischer 1857, 673 and Geyer 1903, 6. 8.
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Landscape Reconstruction: a Preliminary Narrative

The five survey campaigns conducted between 2021 and
202§ have substantially enhanced our understanding of the
plain extending between Eretria and Amarynthos (fig. 3).
More than 20 square km were systematically surveyed us-
ing intensive pedestrian methods, and an additional
30 square km were examined through extensive survey
techniques drawing on lidar and remote sensing. Together,
these approaches have yielded a substantial body of evi-
dence that now permits a prehmmary reconstruction of the
long-term dynamics of occupation in the region.

The existence of Late Neolithic sites was attested at
Eretria, Amarynthos, as well as in the areas of Magoula
and Gymnou'®. EASP revealed the presence of lithics (ob-
sidian, silex, chert) associated with coarse ceramics at 1§
sites, attesting to the early establishment of communities
within this fertile plain and the upper Sarandapotamos
Valley. In most cases, the pottery is difficult to date, but

3 See Sackett et al. 1966, 63—64; AntK §4, 2011, 144-159.
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Sanctuary of Artemis

the gritty, poorly fired orange-brown fabric found at most
sites can be tentatively dated to the Late Neolithic. For the
Bronze Age, it should be emphasized that no diagnostic
pottery assignable to a specific subperiod was recovered
outside the Paleoekklissies Hill area at Amarynthos. It is
also significant that the survey teams did not identify any
Mycenaean sites between Amarynthos and Eretria.
Overall, occupation appears to have been episodic and
spatially dispersed outside these two hubs, which con-
centrate the bulk of activity in the region throughout the
Bronze Age.

After the end of the Bronze Age, only Amarynthos
seems to show evidence of continued occupation, as Ere-
tria seems to have declined and possibly even been aban-
doned in the 11™ and 10 centuries. Subsequently, both
sites are occupied in the Geometric period, characterized
by the meteoric rise of Eretria in the course of the 8
century. By contrast, evidence for rural habitation re-
mains extremely limited, suggesting that the countryside
was mainly exploited by labour forces residing in these
two emerging poles.
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This picture appears to change only gradually over the
course of the Archaic period, but it is not until the late
6™ century that we observe a marked increase in archaeo-
logical indicators'*. For the first time, several small rural
settlements emerge outside Eretria and Amarynthos, in-
dicating population growth and a more intensive exploi-
tation of agricultural land®. The available evidence sug-
gests a preference for locations close to the coastline and
along major routes of movement, while the interior of
the plain yields fewer and more tenuous traces. This pat-
tern reflects an occupation focused on lowlying, fertile
zones closely integrated with the urban centre of Eretria.
Interestingly, the survey evidence corroborates the testi-
mony of Herodotos, who mentions the existence of three
settlements (choria) outside Eretria in the Late Archaic
period!s.

The peak of occupation was reached in the Classical
period, as elsewhere in Greece. The distribution of pot-
tery and tile indicates an intensively settled countryside,
structured around two principal types of rural habita-
tion. Nucleated settlements appear as compact, high-
density concentrations of ceramics (pottery and tile) and
architectural features, surrounded by zones of lower
density, such as at Aglepharos (deme of Aiglepheira) and
Aghios Raphail (Dismaros?). In other areas, the presence
of non-nucleated settlements can be inferred from more
diffuse and elongated spreads of ceramics extending over
larger areas, probably along roads, as at Kotroni (Tem-
enos?), Magoula (Choireiai), and Aghios Dimitrios-Tam-
baka (Aigalea). Such demes may be pictured as nonnu-
cleated settlements, characterized by houses, farmsteads,
shacks, gardens, and rubbish areas distributed across
broader zones. In a few cases, isolated houses or farm-
steads can be identified, though they appear to be rare or
only faintly visible outside the larger density clusters.
Overall, the combined analysis of ceramic densities, ar-
chitectural features, and other surface remains suggests

4 AntK 67, 2024, 103.
5 AntK 65, 2022, 134.
16 Hdt. Hist. 6, 108.
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the presence of 8—9 settlement cores, best interpreted as
ancient demes (demoi) V.

The settlements were necessarily integrated into a
wider network of roads and paths, although the ancient
remains of these routes are poorly preserved. Only a
small number of road segments were identified, some-
times in association with funerary monuments, and their
layout corresponds closely to the routes reconstructed
through heritage data, lidar-based remote sensing, and
GIS-supported spatial analysis's. These itineraries appear
to have linked the coastal zone with the upper Amaryn-
thos Valley and to have facilitated movement across the
mountain passes toward the core of the Eretrian terri-
tory, suggesting the existence of a structured network of
circulation and exchange at a regional scale’.

The Hellenistic period saw a progressive yet notable
decrease in occupation, both in density and in spatial
extent. Settlements underwent significant contraction,
and the archaeological signature of agricultural activity
became increasingly sparse. This process reflects demo-
graphic decline and a shift of population toward the ur-
ban centre (Eretria), a pattern paralleled in other parts of
Greece during the same period. The Imperial period, by
contrast, witnesses a relative recovery, marked by the
reoccupation of several settlement cores as well as the
emergence of new sites.

The Byzantine period witnesses a profound paradigm
shift, marked by the abandonment of Eretria as the prin-
cipal regional urban centre. Settlement patterns shift
eastward and reorganize around Amarynthos, extending
onto the slopes of Mount Servouni, which become dot-
ted with chapels, hilltop hamlets, towers, and small foun-
tains. Olive terraces attributable to this period — still
visible in places — attest to the intensive exploitation of
the Servouni slopes and to the development of a durable
agropastoral system. The proliferation of small chapels
likely reflects the landholding interests and economic
influence of the monastery of Aghios Nikolaos in the
management of local resources. Exploitation thus moves

17 On the Eretrian demes, see Fachard 2012; Knoepfler 1997.
18 AntK 65, 2022, 135-136; Fachard e al. 2025, 39—41.
19 AntK 66, 2023, 98.
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decisively towards the upland zone, which becomes a
structured and productive landscape, complementary to
the plain inhabited by the communities of Vatheia (Ano
and Kato Vatheia), Mamoula, and Gymnou?®.

This diachronic narrative highlights the remarkable
adaptability of the Eretrian landscape. Settlements
shifted, expanded, or contracted in response to broader
historical dynamics. The archaeological map produced
over these five campaigns therefore goes far beyond a
simple inventory of sites. It reconstructs a dynamic land-
scape shaped by settlement patterns, agricultural prac-
tices, economic exploitation, connectivity, and cultic ac-
tivities that, from Prehistory through the Ottoman pe-
riod, contributed to the long-term formation of the
region’s identity. The resulting archaeological map now
constitutes a fully-fledged analytical tool, enabling de-
tailed methodological and interpretive investigations that
establish the Eretria—Amarynthos region as a particularly
valuable case study for exploring the interplay between
settlement, resources, and cult places in the Greek world.

UNDERWATER RESEARCH IN THE ANCIENT HARBOUR OF
ERETRIA

Sylvian Fachard and Eleni S. Banou, with contributions
from Despina Koutsoumba, Fabien Langenegger, Julien

Pfyffer, Claudio Pacheco Martins and Thierry Theurillat

Since 2024, the harbour infrastructure of ancient Ere-
tria has been the focus of a systematic research program
conducted within the framework of the three-year Ere-
tria Harbour Project — a collaboration between the Swiss
School of Archaeology in Greece (ESAG) and the
Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities, with the participa-
tion of the Octopus Foundation?'. The 202§ summer
campaign marked a new milestone for the Greek-Swiss
team of archaeologists and divers, who pursued several
objectives: to refine our understanding of the layout of a
small basin adjoining the western maritime fortification;

20 AntK 66, 2023, 98; AntK 67, 2024, 102-103.
2 AntK 68, 2025, 149-152.
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Fig. 4  Eretria, map of the harbour with reconstruction of the
ancient coastline and bathymetry

to document the construction techniques of the large
western breakwater and to locate its eastern counterpart;
and to complete the bathymetric survey of the main har-
bour basin prior to extending the investigations further
offshore in search of archaeological remains and sub-
merged fossilized beaches (beachrocks).

The newly acquired data will enable a more precise
reconstruction of the ancient coastal morphology and of
the harbour installations erected by the Eretrians in the
last centuries BCE (fig. 4). The campaign also had an im-
portant educational dimension: five students from Swiss
and Greek universities were introduced to underwater
archaeology through direct participation in dives and
survey operations®.

22 The fieldwork took place September 1-13, 2025. The team in-
cluded archaeologists D. Koutsoumba (EEA), F. Langenegger
(ESAG-Laténium) and T. Theurillat (ESAG), professional divers
A. Patsourou (EEA), J. Pfyffer, C. Georges, P. Henry, S. Rousseau,
A. Guinand, M. Chalas (Octopus Foundation), as well as students
C. Bihel (Univ. of Neuchitel), C. Pacheco Martins, A. Thorez,
L. von Fliie (Univ. of Lausanne), C. Kalliontzi (Univ. of Thessaly).
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The Ancient Coastline

Landscapes are far from immutable, as they can go
through substantial transformations over time. This is
particularly evident along Mediterranean coastlines,
where sea levels have risen by several meters over the
past millennia. Fluvial sedimentation has progressively
filled bays, while wave action has cemented shore depos-
its, forming beachrocks. These formations constitute
valuable archives: the materials trapped within them -
especially shells and ceramic fragments — can be dated,
and their position provides key evidence for reconstruct-
ing past shoreline dynamics. Furthermore, deep cores
drilled approximately a decade ago revealed that a marine
bay extended well inland, reaching the foot of the acrop-
olis, subsequently giving way to a lagoonal and marshy
environment during the first millennium BCE.

The Main Harbour Basin and its Breakwaters

The first inhabitants of Eretria adapted to this con-
tinually shifting coastal environment and gradually re-
shaped it over the centuries. As early as the 7% century
BCE, they diverted the river that regularly flooded the
site, thereby draining the plain?. Around 400 BCE, the
city was enclosed within a fortified circuit more than
4 km in length. It was perhaps at this time that the Eretri-
ans sought to protect the bay by constructing two large
breakwaters?, built directly upon the exposed beachrock
formations, at a period when sea level stood approxi-
mately 2 m lower than today.

These breakwaters impressed 19™-century travellers,
such as Alexandre Rangabé, who in 1852 marvelled at
“the jetties, still visible beneath the waves, at a consider-
able distance from the shore””. While the western
600 m-long breakwater (M13) has been studied during
the previous seasons, we located in 2025 the few

2 Verdan et al. 2020.

2 We prefer the term breakwater rather than mole, given the absence
of evidence for a walkable surface, superstructure, or associated fa-
cilities.

» Rangabé 1853, 203.
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Fig. s  Eretria, the eastern breakwater (M16) partly buried under
modern earthworks

remaining traces of the eastern counterpart (M16, fig. 5),
now partly buried under modern earthworks around
Pezonisi Island?. Both structures share identical con-
struction techniques and plans: they consist of stacked
blocks of varying sizes resting on cemented beachrock
foundations. Their pierheads form inward-angled plat-
forms that likely supported structures now too eroded to
interpret.

The sheltered harbour area extended over more than
70 ha, offering safe anchorage for ships, though domi-
nant winds still made docking hazardous. At least two
inner basins were therefore built, allowing vessels of
some tonnage to moor for loading or unloading or to be
hauled ashore for maintenance. Unfortunately, silting
and modern dredging have altered the seabed configura-
tion since antiquity. To better understand the bay’s to-
pography and ancient navigation channels, the seabed
was mapped using a sonar mounted on a remote-con-
trolled boat. Coastal waters are generally shallow, but a
central channel up to 8 m deep runs along the axis of the
former “military” harbour, now silted up.

26 First identified by Kampouroglou 1989, 93 fig. 127.
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Fig. 6  Eretria, reconstruction and profile of the western Tower
basin

The Western Tower Basin and the Eastern “Military”
Harbour

In 2024, we identified and documented a small basin
adjoining the western fortification wall (pl. 19, 1; fig. 6)7.
A large ashlar wall (M8) extends about 20 m seawards
from the tower before giving way to a disturbed zone
strewn with large blocks (M12). Further south, a second
section (Mg), preserved in two courses of alternating
large blocks, forms a solid jetty about so m from the
shore. At its end, a structure of small stones piled on a
base of large slabs creates a § m wide, 1 m high embank-
ment. This mole runs perpendicular to the jetty for
nearly 150 m, parallel to the shore, before disappearing
under modern concrete. It shelters a basin of about §’coco
square m, now shallow, which was probed with a metal
rod to assess sediment thickness. Measurements indicate
heavy silting, up to 4 m at the centre, suggesting greater
depth in antiquity. Planned trenches next season should
clarify its layout.

We also cleaned a section of the maritime wall (My)
near the round tower, where a concentration of conglom-
erate blocks had been discovered in 2024. The latter ap-
pear to belong to a large quadrangular structure (Ferg),
perhaps a quay or tower. Based on the other components
recorded on the map of the ancient city, this area appears
to be a strategic sector of the maritime fortification sys-
tem, which will be more thoroughly studied in 2026.

The existence of a closed basin — or “military” har-
bour — at Eretria was hypothesized as early as the late
19" century by American archaeologists, intrigued by a
section of the maritime wall enclosing a small pond to

¥ AntK 68, 2025, 151-152.
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Fig. 7 Eretria, plan of harbour fortifications

the southeast (fig. 7). Recent analysis of geological cores
from this spot confirms the presence, during the first
millennium BCE, of a shallow bay suitable for light-draft
vessels, at least until the early Roman period when it
gradually silted up?. It may have housed Eretria’s tri-
reme fleet and their related ship sheds (zeosoikoz)?. Now
located in a residential district beneath a recently built
church, the site deserves excavation, which could reveal
naval installations and shed new light on the city’s mari-
time past.

The 2026 Campaign

These two seasons of cleaning and surveying have now
reintegrated long-known but previously understudied
remains into the city’s master plan. The next objective is
to clarify the chronology and function of these struc-
tures. Targeted soundings planned for next summer
should help resolve several outstanding uncertainties. It
will also be essential to examine how the harbour instal-
lations interacted with the broader urban fabric and to
reassess the maritime dynamism of Eretria — etymologi-
cally known as “the Rowing City”3°.

28 Ghilardi et al. 2016, 160 fig. 6D.
2 Ghilardi et al. 2016, 159-160; André 2020.
0 Boffa 2012.
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Fig. 8  Hellanion Oros, site plan with the visible structures and excavated trenches
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ArGiNa, HELLANION ORrOS: THE 202§ SEASON

Tobias Krapf, Stella Chryssoulaki, Leonidas Vokotopou-
los, Sophia Michalopoulou, Jérome André

In 2025, a six-week fieldwork campaign took place on
the peak and surroundings of Hellanion Oros, compris-
ing two weeks of survey and four weeks of excavation®'.

Excavation

Four different areas were investigated in 2025 (fig. 8).
In the Late Mycenaean building on the northern slope®,
the last vases were recovered next to the western wall 13
(trench 9, pl. 19, 3), including a dipper, a spouted basin,
and a carinated kylix, as well as some small finds such as
stone spindle whorls. In contrast to the southern and
eastern sides of the room, the large storage vases along
the west wall were placed on a low bench. The total
number of complete or near-complete vases in this build-
ing exceeds thirty.

On the western slope, a trial trench (12) was opened in
the area cleaned in 2024 immediately uphill of the Cyclo-
pean wall, in one of the buildings shown on the topo-
graphic sketch published by Gabriel Welter in 1938%.
While the excavation of this trench is still at an initial
stage, two important conclusions have already been
reached. First, the area is covered with deposits originat-
ing from the area of the summit, which are either washed
downslope, or have been intentionally redeposited: a
layer with Geometric to Roman pottery, bones and

31 The project is a collaboration of the ESAG with the Ephorate of
Antiquities of Piraeus and Islands. The survey took place from the
25.08. to the 05.09.2025, with the participation of L. Mura and
B. Fromentin (Univ. of Lausanne), L. Hennault (Univ. of Poitiers)
and L. Pearl Martinis (Univ. of Heidelberg). The excavation took
place immediately thereafter until the 03.10.2025, with the participa-
tion of A. Baiardi, T. Broder and N. Ruchti (Univ. of Lausanne),
A. Hoffmeyer and N. Jost (Univ. of Neuchitel) as well as M. De-
lacruz (Univ. of Oxford). The fieldwork was financed by the ESAG
Foundation.

2 AntK 68, 2025, 152-157.

3% AntK 65, 2022, 138 fig. 11.

traces of fire, most probably related to the rituals in the
sanctuary of Zeus as were the similar deposits on the
northern slope, and, immediately underneath, a stratum
containing Middle Helladic (MH) to early Late Helladic
pottery, which potentially originates from an earlier
phase of the sanctuary. Second, the interior face of the
Cyclopean wall just appeared during the last days of the
campaign at a distance of more than 2.2 m from its exte-
rior face, proving that this is indeed a fortification, not a
terrace or retaining wall. Specifically, its purpose was to
defend the most accessible side of the peak. No new evi-
dence relating to the buildings behind the wall has been
gained so far, but a construction in late Mycenaean times
still seems most probable, as already proposed by Adolf
Furtwingler at the beginning of the 20™ century?*.

On the southern slope, a large building complex out-
side the area drawn by G. Welter was mapped and par-
tially cleared in 2025 (fig. 9). Walls had been observed
amongst the tumble since the start of the project, but the
exploration of this rather inaccessible area only started
this year. Clearing of the fallen debris established that
these walls, which were built with roughly hewn blocks
that can exceed 1.5 m in length, including monumental
orthostates, are preserved up to a height of 2 m. The
walls formed series of approximately square rooms, ex-
tending on three or more levels. In terms of construction
technique, these resemble the Mycenaean buildings at
nearby Lazarides® and at Korphos Kalamianos® on the
Corinthian shore of the Saronic Gulf. Almost all the pot-
tery dates to the Mycenaean period; the few later pieces
and tiles can easily be explained as fallen from higher up
the slope. A small trench (13) of 1.2 by 3.2 m was opened
in one of the rooms at the lower part of the complex. A
floor deposit was revealed, which yielded Mycenaean
ceramics such as a small amphora and a spouted basin, as
well as a bronze knife. The absence of decorated pottery,
however, makes it difficult to attribute a precise date
within the Mycenaean period to this context. In the same
room, several objects related to metallurgical activities

3 Furtwingler 1906, 472—-473.
3 Polychronakou-Sgouritsa 2021.
3 Tartaron et al. 2011.
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Fig.9  Peak of Hellanion Oros, showing the large Mycenaean
building complex and trench 13

were detected, including a crucible, a tuyere and slag.
This recalls other metal finds and slag from the northern
slope’” and the Mycenaean metal hoard discovered at the
beginning of the 20™ century®.

Finally, another trench (11) was opened southeast of
the chapel, in one of the few spots close to the summit
not covered by modern structures, with the aim of de-
tecting levels related to the sanctuary of Zeus. Only the
surface layer and one additional layer were encountered
above the bedrock, in contrast to the adjacent trenches 1,
3 and 4 to the west, which had thicker deposits, includ-
ing a MH layer. As part of the same work, the area
around the retaining wall, which encircles the summit,
was cleaned from vegetation for mapping. Further east,
a deep hollow was uncovered between the protruding
rocks, which was unfortunately used as a rubbish dump

3 AntK 66, 2023, 101.
% Gauss 2007, 130-133.
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during the last decades. In general, no new architectural
remains of the sanctuary of Zeus were identified during
the Swiss-Greek research, except for a number of Corin-
thian tiles that confirm the presence of a roofed building
in antiquity. Hewn blocks from this structure are incor-
porated in the walls of the church, while two marble
fragments previously documented by John McKesson
Camp II** might have belonged to an altar.

Survey

Selected zones all around the Hellanion Oros have
been covered by intensive survey in 2025 (fig. 10), both
in new areas and in those visited during previous years
for completing gaps. A total of 72 units were surveyed
in a mostly very difficult terrain, yet all yielded pottery
finds, two thirds tiles and half of them obsidian/flint
materials, despite low ground visibility. In fact, 20’000
sherds were counted in 2025 alone. Pottery was most
abundant near the villages of Vlachides and Sphentouri
as well as on the Ano Vodi plateau. Above the cove of
Aeginitissa, part of the Final Neolithic/Early Helladic I
site discovered in 2024 was documented through grid-
ded collection in 10 m squares. A considerable amount
of pottery and lithic finds was collected, but no built
structures were detected except for later terrace walls.
Research in this area clearly needs to be continued.
Further units around the multi-period site to the
southeast of Vlachides, equally discovered in 2024,
have been surveyed in 2025. The presence of MH pot-
tery at this site is significant, since it adds to the finds
of the same period from Hellanion Oros and La-
zarides* and indicates clearly that southern Aegina
was not only sporadically frequented and occupation
did not concentrate solely at the fortified harbour town
of Kolonna.

Two prehistoric fortified sites were visited in 2025,
both situated at rocky outcrops towering over the
southern coast of Aegina. One was newly identified to
the south of Megali Koryphi, on a height of difficult

% Polinskaya 2013, 648 fig. 22.
# Polychronakou-Sgouritsa 2021, 192-193.
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Aeginitissa

Perdika

Fig. 10 Survey map of southern Aegina (2021-2025)

Fig. 11 Prehistoric fortification on the height that overlooks the
bay of Kipoi
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access above the bay of Kipoi (fig. 11), while the other
is located at the south end of the Ano Vodi plateau.
Much obsidian was found in the area of the abandoned
hamlet just north of this site.

In total, a further forty structures have been identified
around the Hellanion Oros in 2025, including wells,
“souvales”, and quarry sites, attesting to the diachronic
intensive use of the area.

Conclusions

With this campaign, a first five-year program of field-
work has been completed (2021-2025). While the survey
indicates that, throughout prehistory and the historic
periods, the mountain peak site was by no means an iso-
lated location but formed part of an intensively used
landscape, significant new data about the activities on the
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summit have been gathered as well, thanks to the excava-
tion. It proved difficult to identify primary deposits re-
lated to the sanctuary of Zeus, but its remains are omni-
present in the form of deposits containing charcoal and
burnt animal bones. The remains of the Mycenaean pe-
riod, however, and especially those of the fortified refuge
settlement, are often exceptionally well preserved, de-
spite the exposed location and the extensive early excava-
tions. Further research is needed in order to determine
the character of the large building complex first explored
in 202§ on the southern slope. The buildings of the sanc-
tuary of Zeus must have suffered considerably from the
later reoccupation of the site, again as a refuge settle-
ment, and finally from the construction of the chapel on
the summit. Nevertheless, a few areas still allow further
exploration.
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