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Exceptional excavation season
in Antikythera

The 2024 exploration of the Antikythera wreck revealed,
in the depths, a significant and well-preserved part of
the ship's hull.

PART OF THE SHIP'S HULL DISCOVERED

The 2024 expedition to the Antikythera wreck, carried out from 17 May to 20 June 2024, has
led to a breakthrough in the 2021-2025 research program orchestrated by the Swiss School
of Archaeology in Greece (ESAG) and supervised by the Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities
of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports. Thanks to exceptionally favourable weather
conditions, the team made significant discoveries, including a significant portion of the
ship's hull.

ORIGINAL FASTENER AND EXTERNAL PROTECTIVE COATING

Indeed, the most remarkable discovery of 2024 is a structural part of the antique ship. It
belongs to a portion of the hull with its original fasteners and external protective coating
still in excellent condition. It is made up of planks and frames in their original position and
still attached, which allows scientists to think that the construction methodology used at
the time was the so-called "shell first". The builders first made the hull with the boards and
then installed the ribs inside. Nowadays, we proceed in reverse.

According to Professor Lorenz Baumer, from the University of Geneva (UNIGE), co-director
of the project with Dr Angeliki G. Simosi, "this structure allows us to better understand the
ship's construction characteristics that had remained elusive until now, but also to
determine the precise location and orientation of the wreck."

For the first time since its discovery by sponge divers in 1900, the systematic scientific
approach has shed new light on this iconic site. Excavations in previous years had raised
crucial questions about the potential involvement of several ships in this ancient tragedy;
on the circumstances of the shipwreck or the human remains discovered. This year's
research can partly answer these questions.

A SECOND WRECK SITE CONFIRMED

A specific methodology, applied to the entire research area, made it possible to identify
and document the visible pottery remains. This search area extends over two distinct sites,
separated from each other by 200 meters of distance. The second area is marked by a
concentration of pottery similar to that of the first, but this year's research has confirmed
the presence of a second wooden vessel in this area.
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HIDDEN TREASURES

New continuous excavation trenches have
been opened in the two areas. They have
yielded a wealth of archaeological material:
about 300 objects, including 21 marble
fragments, numerous fragments, and other
structural elements of the ship's hull and
more than 200 ceramic shards.

The marble fragments discovered suggest
the presence of several statues, while
analysis of the amphorae revealed an
abundance of varied types, including
amphorae from Chios and Rhodes. Analyses
have also shown the use of mastic in some
amphorae for their waterproofing.

STATE-OF-THE-ART TECHNIQUES
Underwater operations were monitored
and coordinated in real time using
remotely operated vehicles, and 3D digital
models of the selected areas were
completed. The use of closed-circuit mixed-
gas rebreathers has improved the
efficiency and safety of dives.
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Official websites

https://esag.swiss
https://antikythera.org.gr

The expedition team

Field activities were orchestrated by the Swiss School
of Archaeology in Greece (ESAG) and supervised by the
Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities of the Hellenic
Ministry of Culture.

The University of Geneva led field research with an
international team of diving archaeologists completed
by the participation of the Hellenic Coast Guard's
underwater missions unit.

The University of Geneva entrusted documentation of
the archaeological finds in collaboration with the
University of loannina and the Nereus Research
Foundation.

Technical support was provided by Hublot Xplorations.

Partners and sponsors

The research project “Return to Antikythera” is under
the patronage of H.E. the President of the Hellenic
Republic, Mrs. Katerina Sakellaropoulou.

The main sponsors of the research program are the
Swiss watchmaker Hublot, the Aikaterini Laskaridis
Foundation and the Nereus Research Foundation. The
telecommunication services are provided by
COSMOTE.

The research team would especially like to thank the
mayor of Kythera and Antikythera for his constant
support, as well as the president of the local
community and the few remaining inhabitants of the
Antikythera islands for their warm hospitality.
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