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C.  HUGUENOT

Archäologie und in der hellenistischen Kunstgeschichte zu ver-
schaffen. Es werden auch allgemeinere Fragen behandelt, so 
etwa die lokale Herstellung, beziehungsweise der Import, von 
Terrakotten in Eretria, die Einführung des Keilsteingewölbes 
in Griechenland, die Verbreitung der Gräber makedonischen 
Typs und ihre soziale Bedeutung. Gerade der letzte Punkt zeigt, 
dass die Rituale, die mit den makedonischen Gräbern verbun-
den sind, zum Habitus einer bestimmten Gruppe, eher sozialer 
als ethnischer Komposition, gehörten. Sie funktionierten als 

Zeichen der Zugehörigkeit für jeden, der für sich — berechtig-
terweise oder nicht — eine Verbindung mit der makedonischen 
Elite beanspruchte. Der ostentative Aspekt dieser Bauten wird 
durch die Lage des Erotengrabs unterstrichen, dessen Tumulus 
auf einem natürlichen Hügel errichtet und zusätzlich wohl durch 
eine Skulptur gekrönt war, die von weitem sichtbar war. So wird 
diesen Monumenten ihr historischer, kultureller und künstleri-
scher Rahmen zurückgegeben, vor dem Hintergrund der Stadt 
Eretria.

ABSTRACT

The Tomb of the Erotes and the Amarynthos Tomb . 
Funerary Architecture and the Macedonian Presence 
in Central Greece

Discovered more than a century ago, the Tomb of the Erotes 
and the Amarynthos Tomb  located in the territory of  Eretria 
have never been thoroughly studied. The luxurious furniture 
of these monuments has attracted a certain amount of critical 
attention, but the graves themselves, of Macedonian type, have 
been largely neglected. 

After an introduction focused on the Macedonian tombs, whose 
origin goes back to Northern Greece and whose main charac-
teristic is the barrel-vault, the first chapter introduces the main 
issues related to their distribution and chronology.

Chapters Two to Four exhaustively describe the remains of both 
graves. The study of their architecture, interior planning, inscriptions 
and offerings raises new questions about the funerary ritual and the 
identity of their owners. It also leads to a revision of the chronology: 
according to the author, the Tomb of the Erotes dates back to the 
second quarter of the third century  BC, and the Amarynthos Tomb  
to the second half of the third century BC. These dates concur with 
the historical data, which attest to the presence of a Macedonian 
garrison in Eretria for at least two thirds of the third century BC. 

Chapter Five is a comprehensive survey of the funerary ritual 
linked to Macedonian Tombs. In the Eretrian tombs, the crema-
tion of the deceased along with their jewellery reminds practices 
from Northern Greece. The collecting of the ashes in a piece of 
tissue later placed in a stone urn or a bronze vase is another 
example. In Greece, there is a clear link between stone furniture 
and Macedonian Tombs, as well as between throne and the 
royal/princely burial, since outside Eretria, this type of furniture 
is only found in the royal necropolis of Vergina.

The royal or princely birth of the deceased buried in  the 
Eretrian thrones cannot be excluded, as the onomastic study 

suggests. Kratesipolis, the first deceased buried in the central 
throne, could be a princess from Northern Greece or Epirus. She 
was probably related to her homonym, known to us through liter-
ary sources and related in turn to the Macedonian rulers. The 
magnificent tombs of Eretria may have been built for high-ranking 
dignitaries, presumably members of the Macedonian garrison. 

The study also focuses on the vaulted arch and its symbolism. 
The presence of monumental pyres —ephemeral yet imposing 
constructions— bears witness of a social class concerned with 
decorum. 

This book assesses the influence of oriental models, which 
are especially manifest in the Amarynthos beds . The analysis 
of their posts, characteristic of Achaemenid furniture, suggests 
a close familiarity with Persian traditions. The owners of these 
pieces could manifestly afford the services of experienced 
sculptors who worked for the Macedonian elite, since this type 
of posts is scarcely known outside Northern Greece and always 
found in a Macedonian context. 

Also belonging to the Macedonian cultural sphere are some 
offerings of the Tomb of the Erotes (gold jewellery and bronze 
vases), whose closest  parallels are found in Northern Greece. 
Moreover, the pictorial decoration of the Erotes Tomb was prob-
ably inspired by Macedonian funerary  painting, which often 
reproduces garlands and hanging objects. 

A last section discusses the Macedonian presence in Eretria. 
It brings together literary, epigraphic and archaeological data, 
all of which enrich our understanding of the history of the city’s 
Macedonian past and highlight the presence of individuals from 
Northern Greece. 
Chapter Six broadens the scope of the Macedonian Tombs in 
Central Greece. Long neglected, these monuments are neverthe-
less remarkable and sometimes as spectacular as their models 
from Northern Greece. Their construction required specialists mas-
tering the technique of the barrel-vault as well as several arithmetic 
and geometric ratios (almost always maintained). The quality of the 
work, too, betrays the presence of experts; a few original features 
may have been the product of schools or regional workshops. 
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RÉSUMÉ

The inventory of Macedonian tombs in Greece is discussed in 
its historical context, underlining the link between Macedonian 
presence (often military) and subterranean barrel-vaulted cham-
ber tombs. It is noteworthy that five tombs of this type are known 
in Euboea. 

The book also tackles more general issues, such as local 
production or terracotta imports to Eretria, the introduction of 
the barrel-vault in Greece, the distribution of Macedonian tombs 
and their social meaning. The latter shows that the rituals related 
to the Macedonian tombs were part of a group’s identity, which 
is more social than ethnic. They were used as markers for iden-

tification of those who claimed a link (legitimate or not) with the 
Macedonian elite. The ostentatious character of these monu-
ments is exemplified by the position of the Erotes Tomb, whose 
tumulus is located on  a natural hill and  crowned by sculptures 
visible from afar. 

In many respects, these Macedonian tombs can be consid-
ered exceptional. This monograph will hopefully contribute to 
renew the interest they deserve for the study of Archaeology 
and Hellenistic Art History, with Eretria and its Macedonian 
past in background.

PERILHYH

O Tavfo~ twn Erwvtwn kai o Tavfo~ th~ Amaruvnqou
Tafikhv arcitektonikhv kai Makedonikhv parousiva 
sthn kentrikhv Ellavda

An kai gnwstoiv edwv kai perissovtero apov evnan aiwvna, o Tavfo~ 
twn Erwvtwn kai o Tavfo~ th~ Amaruvnqou den eivcan givnei potev 
w~ twvra antikeivmeno sunolikhv~ melevth~. Oi duo autoiv tavfoi 
makedonikouv tuvpou pou brivskontai sthn euruvterh periochv 
th~ Erevtria~ avxizan idiaivterh~ prosochv~, idivw~ lovgw th~ 
polutelouv~ epivplwshv~ tou~, sthn opoiva givnontan anaforev~ 
ti~ perissovtere~ forev~. H anavlushv tou~ aforav se evna 
euruvtato pedivo evreuna~ pou procwreiv poluv pio pevra apov 
mia arcitektonikhv monografiva.

Sto prwvto kefavlaio th~ melevth~ perigravfontai oi makedonikoiv 
tavfoi, pou evcoun ti~ rivze~ tou~ sth Bovreia Ellavda kai 
basikov carakthristikov tou~ apoteleiv h livqinh kamavra me 
kleidiv. Analuvontai edwv ta problhvmata pou sundevontai me 
thn diavdoshv tou~ kai me thn cronolovghshv tou~. H sunevceia 
th~ ergasiva~ sunivstatai se duo mevrh, ovpou parousiavzontai 
me kavqe leptomevreia oi duo autoiv qalamwtoiv tavfoi. H melevth 
th~ arcitektonikhv~ tou~, th~ eswterikhv~ dieuqevthshv~ tou~, 
twn epigrafwvn tou~ kaqwv~ kai twn kterismavtwn tou~ odhgeiv 
sthn diatuvpwsh nevwn ermhneiwvn scetikav me ta tafikav evqima 
kai me thn tautovthta twn idiokthtwvn tou~. H melevth authv 
katalhvgei se anaqewvrhsh th~ cronolovghshv~ tou~ kai sthn 
topoqevthshv tou~ sto deuvtero tevtarto tou 3ou ai. p.C., gia ton 
tavfo twn Erwvtwn, kai sto deuvtero misov tou ivdiou aiwvna, gia 
ton Tavfo th~ Amaruvnqou. Oi cronologhvsei~ autev~ sumpivptoun 
me ta istorikav dedomevna pou marturouvn thn parousiva mia~ 
makedonikhv~ frourav~ sthn Erevtria, h opoiva parevmeine toula-
vciston katav ta teleutaiva duvo trivta tou 3ou ai. p.C.

Sto trivto mevro~ parousiavzontai oi gnwvsei~ ma~ gia ta 
tafikav evqima pou sundevontai me tou~ makedonikouv~ tavfou~. 
Sthn perivptwsh twn tavfwn thı Erevtria~, h epiloghv na givnetai 

h kauvsh twn nekrwvn enwv forouvn ta kosmhvmatav tou~ qumivzei ti~ 
praktikev~ th~ Boreivou Ellavda~, ovpw~ kai h sugkevntrwsh th~ 
tevfra~ se evna uvfasma to opoivo sth sunevceia topoqeteivtai se 
livqinh tefrodovco hv se cavlkino aggeivo. A~ upogrammivsoume th 
stenhv scevsh, toulavciston ovson aforav sthn kurivw~ Ellavda, 
metaxuv makedonikwvn tavfwn kai livqinwn epivplwn, kaqwv~ 
kai thn scevsh metaxuv qrovnou kai basilikhv~ hv prigkipikhv~ 
tafhv~, dedomevnou ovti evxw apov ta paradeivgmata th~ Erevtria~, 
autov~ o tuvpo~ epivplwn den apantav parav movno sthn basilikhv 
nekrovpolh th~ Bergivna~.

Mia basilikhv hv prigkipikhv katagwghv gia tou~ nekrouv~ 
twn qrovnwn th~ Erevtria~ den mporeiv na apokleisteiv. H melevth 
twn onomavtwn evrcetai na uposthrivxei thn upovqesh authv. 
H prwvth nekrhv pou tavfhke ston kentrikov qrovno, kavpoia 
Krathsivpoli~, qa mporouvse na eivnai prigkivpissa me katagwghv 
apov th Bovreio Ellavda hv apov thn vHpeiro, ivsw~ suggenhv~ 
me thn omwvnumhv th~ gnwsthv apov ti~ filologikev~ phgev~ pou 
sundeovtan me thn makedonikhv aristokrativa. Eivnai loipovn 
piqanov, oi poluteleiv~ tavfoi th~ Erevtria~ na proorivzontan gia 
uyhlouv~ makedovne~ axiwmatouvcou~, oi opoivoi hvtan mavllon 
mevlh th~ makedonikhv~ frourav~. O katavlogo~ twn stoiceivwn 
pou deivcnoun desmouv~ me thn makedonikhv sfaivra epirrohv~ 
sumplhrwvnetai apov ta kterivsmata tou Tavfou twn Erwvtwn 
(crusav kosmhvmata kai cavlkina aggeiva), ta opoiva brivskoun 
ta kontinovtera paravllhlav tou~ sth Bovreia Ellavda. Epivsh~ 
o graptov~ diavkosmo~ tou tavfou twn Erwvtwn eivnai ivsw~ 
empneusmevno~ apov thn makedonikhv tafikhv zwgrafikhv, ovpou 
sunantavme sucnav mia diakovsmhsh me girlavnte~ kai kremastav 
antikeivmena.

H melevth ereunav kai th livqinh kamavra me kleidiv kai ton 
sumbolismov th~. H uvparxh mnhmeiakhv~ purav~, h opoiva apo te-
louvse proswrinhv allav megaloprephv kataskeuhv, upodeiknuvei 
evna avllo carakthristikov mia~ koinwnikhv~ tavxh~ pou diyouvse 
gia epishmovthte~.

Eretria_XIX_1_IRL.indd   273Eretria_XIX_1_IRL.indd   273 14.3.2008   12:04:0214.3.2008   12:04:02


